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Tangential Territories:
DAVID AUSTEN, MARA DE LUCA, ALEKSANDAR DURAVCEVIC, MELISSA MCGILL

TOTAH presents four artists whose work considers our relationship to environmental
and cosmological phenomena through material sensitivities.

Melissa McGill’'s map works are seen as if from the stars to see the earth and terrain,
and asserts our roles as stewards of it. Aleksandar Duravcevic captures rainbows as
found objects through stainless steel wall works that muse on permanence and
ephemerality. David Austen’s stars (often titled 'Ocean') draw on the patterns of the
natural world found in medieval symbology, and Mara De Luca balances the sensual
with the conceptual in sky gradients, which through splits, cuts, and canvas wraps,
affirm and dispel illusory experiences.

Working across diverse media that includes flax canvas, steel, acrylic, and organic
indigo, each artist touches on the ineffable while remaining grounded in tactile
response.



David Austen's (b. 1960, Harlow, United Kingdom) work encompasses painting,
drawing, sculpture, and film. He offers a view into a fertile imagination that
transitions effortlessly between the formal demands of different media — and
where ambivalent interpersonal relationships bleed into the tactile qualities of
each medium.

Austen studied at Maidstone College of Art and the Royal College of Art in
London. From 2004-05 he was a Drawing Fellow at the Wimbledon School of Art,
and in 2011 was the subject of a film series produced by Tate Britain focusing on
his watercolors. His film 'The Gorgon's Dream' premiered at the Edinburgh
International Film Festival in 2012. In 2020 his work was included in the Summer
Exhibition at the Royal Academy, London, and a significant solo survey,
Underworld, took place in 2019 at Dundee Contemporary Arts in Scotland.

He has been included in group shows at the Royal College of Art, London;
Whitechapel Art Gallery, London; Barbican Centre, London; The Drawing Room,
London; Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin: and Tate Britain.

His work has been covered in The Observer, The Guardian, Vogue, The LA Times,
Art in America, and The Brooklyn Rail. His work is held in many public collections
including Tate Modern, London; Arts Council England; Government Art
Collection, UK; and British Council, UK, as well as in private collections in the UK,
Europe and the United States.

Austen lives and works in London, UK.
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David Austen’s Ocean is made of stars. His work uses the intimate scale of hand
painting without stencil or defined pattern to infer something vast and originating
in nature — the sea, the night sky. Using small brushes on unprimed flax canvas,
they are embedded with the time it takes to complete them, and can function like
shorthand for medieval systems of notation and navigation.
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David Austen

Moon & Stars (blue), 2022

oil on flax linen

18 x 16 inches (46 x 40.5 cm)
DA 1616

UsD 8,000
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Mara De Luca's (b. 1973, Washington D.C.) paintings evoke a sense of
atmospheric abstractions that bring to mind dusk, sunsets, and planetary orbs.
Throughout her work there is a sense of reflected ambient light.

De Luca received an MFA from CalArts, Los Angeles, California and a BA from
Columbia University, New York. Her work has been displayed at the Museum of
Contemporary Art, San Diego and is in prominent collections, including the Buck
Collection at UC Irvine, the Alexander Plaza Berlin, Germany, New York Medical
College, New York, and the University of Oslo, Norway. She has been reviewed in
Artforum, Cultured Magazine, The Los Angeles Times, Artweek LA, and others.
De Luca is a recipient of the 2019 California Community Foundation Fellowship
for Visual Artists.

Based in Los Angeles for over a decade, De Luca now lives and works in New
York.
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Mara De Luca

Western Gate 1, 2023

mixed media on canvas with copper plated element
54 x 96 inches (137 x 244 cm)

MDL 1484

USD 23,000
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Mara De Luca

Western Gate Tondo, 2023

mixed media on canvas with copper plated elements
@ 48 inches (3 122 cm)

MDL 1486

USD 16,000
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Mara De Luca

Blue Dusk (tondo), 2023

acrylic on canvas with black nickel plated element
@ 48 inches (g 122 cm)

MDL 1377

USD 16,000
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Mara De Luca

Blue Dusk Scroll, 2023

acrylic on cut canvas

48 x 42 inches (122 x 107 cm)
MDL 1485

usD 17,500
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Mara De Luca
Blue Dusk Scroll, 2023

side view



Aleksandar Duravcevic (b. 1970, Montenegro) studied in Cetinje and Florence, Italy,
and holds an MFA from the Pratt Institute, New York. His body of work includes
installation, sculpture, drawing, painting, and film. Through them he explores
identity and multiplicity of belonging through ancestral habits and memory across
cultures.

A native of Montenegro and its representative at the 56th Venice Biennale in 2015,
he was included again as part of the 58th Venice Biennale in 2019 with the
exhibition Artists Need to Create on the Same Scale that Society Has the Capacity
to Destroy: Mare Nostrum. Most recently he participated in Eternal Flame in 2023,
with a permanent work installed on the edge of a volcanic crater at Mount Etna,
Sicily.

Duravcevic received a New York Foundation for the Arts grant in 2005, and his work
has been included in exhibitions at The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia, and MoMA PS1, New York. His
work is included in the permanent collections of The Uffizi in Florence, The
Brooklyn Museum, New York Public Library, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York among others.

Duravcevic lives and works in Brooklyn, New York, and Rigomagno, Italy.



Aleksandar Duravcevic's YOUTH works, initially inspired by an early
childhood memory of his grandmother’s window, have become his most
conceptual body of work, encompassing painting, sculpture, photography,
and filmmaking. Started in 2009, YOUTH has developed to include an
archive of images that capture the color spectrum in oil, raindrops, and
light.

YOUTH are stainless steel plates which have been indelibly altered by a
chemical process involving heat and diamond dust, until a mirrored
surface, at once translucent and iridescent, has been produced. The
process was originally developed to reinforce parts for airplanes up to 200
times in order to withstand tremendous pressure. The coloration, in many
ways, is a byproduct of this process.

YOUTH aims to capture the feeling of a rainbow as a found, ephemeral
object (recorded in an enduring material); and an invitation to reflect on
the self.
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Aleksandar Duravcevic

YOUTH, 2024

chemically treated stainless steel

36 x 56 inches (91.5 x 142 cm)

42 x 62 inches (106.7 x 157.5 cm), framed
AD 1569

USD 45,000 (includes frame)
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Aleksandar Duravcevic
YOUTH, 2024
alternate view
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Aleksandar Duravcevic

YOUTH, 2024

chemically treated stainless steel
13 x 13 inches (33 x 33 cm)

16.75 x 16.75 inches (42.55 x 42.55 cm), framed
AD 1570

USD 15,000 (includes frame)
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Melissa McGill (b. 1969, Rhode Island) is an interdisciplinary artist who creates
large-scale, site-specific art projects. Her work connects viewers to overlooked
histories, exploring the conversation between the visible and invisible,
heightening awareness of our surroundings. McGill regularly turns to waterways
for inspiration, research and artistic collaboration.

Significant projects include Red Regatta (2019), an independent public art project
that activated Venice’s lagoon and canals with four unprecedented large-scale
regattas of traditional vela al terzo sailboats hoisted with hand-painted red sails,
presented in collaboration with Associazione Vela al Terzo Venezia, co-organized
by Magazzino Italian Art. In the Waves (2021), presented by Art&Newport, evoked
the urgency of rising sea levels and a rapidly changing climate with an ensemble
of local community members. Constellation (2015-2017), installed on an island in
the Hudson River, lit each night creating a new constellation transforming The
Bannerman Castle ruin.

Exhibiting internationally since 1991, additional recent projects include Canaletto
and Melissa McGill: Performance and Panorama, 2022, The Lightbox, United
Kingdom, The Campi, 2018, Venice, Italy, and a solo exhibition at The Permanent
Mission of Italy at the United Nations, New York. She is a graduate of The Rhode
Island School of Design, a member of the Lenape Center Advisory Council, and a
National Endowment of the Arts ArtWorks Grant recipient.

McGill lives and works in Beacon, New York.
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Melissa McGill

Cosmos, 2024

organic indigo, natural color, kaolin clay, copper oxide, homemade soy
milk, vinegar, and water on found printed map of Alaska mounted on linen
225 x 40.5 x 0.25 inches (57 x 103 x 0.6 cm)

26.25 x 44 inches (66.7 x 111.8 cm), framed

MM 1559

USD 14,000 (includes frame)
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ADDITIONAL WORKS
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Aleksandar Duravcevic

YOUTH, 2023

chemically treated stainless steel

27 x 16 inches (68.5 x 40.6 cm)

31.5 x 21.75 inches (80 x 55.25 cm), framed
AD 1418

USD 2C:GGG (includes frame)
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Aleksandar Duravcevic

YOUTH, 2023

chemically treated stainless steel

27 x 16 inches (68.5 x 40.6 cm)

31.5 x 21.75 inches (80 x 55.25 cm), framed
AD 1419

USD 2C:GGG (includes frame)
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Aleksandar Duravcevic
YOUTH, 2023

AD 1418 and AD 1419
Installation view as diptych
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Aleksandar Duravcevic
YOUTH, 2023

AD 1418 and AD 1419
Installation view as diptych
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David Austen

Stars, 1999

oil on linen

60 x 54 inches (152.5 x 137 cm)
DA/P 23

USD 50,000
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David Austen

Untitled (small ocean), 2017

oil on flax canvas

12 x 10 inches (30.5 x 25.5 cm)
DA 324

UsD 8,000
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